HERITAGE:

TO THE MANOR REBORN

A STATELY HOME IN SOUTH EAST CORNWALL
IS GIVEN A NEW LEASE OF LIFE

Words by Kirstie Newton
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-effery died in 1980. An heiress to the Wedgwood fortune
znd a former codebreaker at Bletchley Park during the Second
Norld War, Kit lived a reclusive life at the castle with just a
skeleton staff.

The estate has now been in the Coryton family for more than
300 years, and in September 2007, it passed to Jeffery’s cousin,
Ted, and his wife Sarah - Sammie’s parents. By this time, the
oroperty was in a sorry state — paint was peeling, trees needed
*elling and the Victorian greenhouse was close to collapse.

" As a family, we had some major decisions to make about
~hat to do with the house,"” said Sammie, who gave up her
.ob as a home economist in Sydney, Australia, to return home
and take on a major role in Pentillie’s future

“Right at the very beginning, we considered selling it - and
someone even offered to buy it. But we decided against it, as
e would have been looking at the house thinking ‘Isn't it nice
over there — what a shame we didn’t give We could
never have afforded to live here, so the only option was to
open it to the public.”

With the help of their three children, Ted and Sarah hope
10 make the estate work for itself by runnina it as 2 high-end
wedding venue — it has a marriage license - and as a
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An interesting business decision was 1o inviis ne 1=
cameras into Pentillie. Film-makers from Channe 4 ystec e
estate as part of the Country House Rescuz
plain-speaking Ruth Watson, formerly of -
Hotel Inspector, advises country home owners looking 1c
support their estate by running them as modern busin

“It was a great learning curve,” said Sammie. "A lot of
people gave us very good advice, and knowing that they'll be
back in a few months to see what you've done about it really
spurs you on to take action.”

And she is sure that her ancestors would approve of the
direction the house is now taking. “| think they'd be chuffed
to see that it's Corytons here now, not Tillies,” she adds with

asmile. @)

Prices start from £4,595 for three nights’ exclusive hire.
Please contact Sammie Coryton for more information on
07974 143344, or visit www.pentillie.co.uk

Country House Rescue will air on Channel 4 in December
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